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Semite and Aryan. A recent issue of a foreign journal contains a resume 
of the argument of a learned scholar to prove that the Aryans are of Semitic 
origin. He adduces a variety of words similar in both families of languages, 
e. g., Schwert, old Saxon Cherv, English, sword as compared with Hebrew 
herebh. He traces the very name ' ' Aryan " to a Semitic source connecting it 
with the "lion," Hebrew ^r/, of the tribe of Judah. This royal tribe bore a 
lion rampant on its banner. "Why, indeed," says the writer of the article, 
" should it not be possible that the tribes who are to this day dwelling in some 
parts of India, and who pride themselves as being descendants of some of the 
tribes of Israel, should have assumed the name of Aryans in perpetuation of 
the title by which their ancestor Judah was distinguished, and that the name 
should subsequently have been introduced into Europe by their brethren, the 
so-called Indo-Germanic races, who migrated westward?" In respect to all 
such attempts, the sober statement of the late Professor Wright should be 
remembered : ' ' When Semitic philology has advanced so far as to have dis- 
covered the laws by which the original biliterals (assuming their separate ex- 
istence) were converted into triliterals ; when we are able to account for the 
position, and to explain the function of each variable constituent of the tri- 
literal roots, then and not till then, may we venture to think of comparing the 
primitive Indo-European and Semitic vocabularies." 

Israel in Europe. The writer of the above article discourses interestingly 
in regard to the colonization of Europe generally by the Hebrews, which, he 
says, exerted a far greater influence than the much vaunted Aryan influx. In 
doing so, he refers to the taking of Palermo by a body of Israelites under the 
leadership of Eliphas, son of Esau. Thus much at least says the Aramaic in- 
scription which records the event on the Baichi Tower at Palermo. For the 
rest, the records of history give distinct evidence of the existence of Hebrew 
colonies in Italy and Spain from the most remote periods. The city of 
Milan is alleged to have been built by Hebrews, and numerous agricultural 
settlements are supposed to have been founded by them throughout the sur- 
rounding country. The migration of Hebrews was much encouraged by 
Solomon for the development of commerce, and the city of Salamanca in Spain 
is popularly supposed to have derived its name from the wise monarch whose 
subjects helped to found it. After the overthrow of his dynasty, the partisans 
of Saul fled to Afghanistan, whence a large number of exiled Jews followed 
them, others migrating to India. Then came the banishment of the tribes of 
Napthali and Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh, some of whom made their 
way to Siberia and the northern frontier of India, whilst others subsequently 
migrated to various parts of India, Persia and the Caucasus. Israelitish 
migration to Europe received a further impetus in the reign of Cyrus, when 
many Jews preferred to seek their fortunes in the free far West to living in 
their native land under foreign domination, and adopted the national language. 



